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INDRRANNUY OF GIIDTESTADING
DISLITEG THE WOLES OF THE

U.5. FIsi AND VILDLIFE SILRVICE

NS
THE ENDANGIRED SPHCIES ACT OF Av73
A5 TS MARINE TURTLZS

IN RECOGNITION of the currentr ecologiczl status of marins turtles
and the mandata of tha Endaonzered Spacles Act of 1973 {E8A) to

consarva all species which may be threatenazd with extinction; and

ACINCULEDGING that joint admlndstration of the ESA by tha U.S5. Fish
and Wululi Sarvice (FU3) and the National Maxine Fisheriss Servica

(M2iFS) has alraady endued with reapact to marins turtles, as iadicatad

by the joint dzcdision to list the green (Chelonis mvdas), lozgerhaad

{Carerta caretta), and Pacific Rildley (Leoidochalys olivaczea) sea

turtles as ithreatened spocies;

IN OPD=E2 T0 facilitate ordarly, dffective admiristration of the ESA
by TWS end IITFS (as contemplated [1n paragraph 4 of the August 28, 1974,
Memorandum of Understanding batwgen FUS and MMFS regarding jurisdictional

responsibilities and listing prodedures under the ESA);

BOTH Fws AND XIF3 AGREE to the fgllowing divislon of program respon-

sibllities with zzspact to mariny turtles:

1. HMFS shall have sole juryisdictiona ovar sza tur tl 5, including

. 113
parts or products, when ia the marine eavironment (Vearins eavironment




means the ocesans and seas, the ba
areas) and activities impacting ty

This includes the waters adiacent

In exercising this authority

's and estuariles, and brackish water
irtles in the marine environment.

to 32a turtle nestins beaches.

FS shall consult with FWS on

mnajor administrative and managemefnt decisions and shall consult with

FWS prior to publishing regulatioj

15, 1ssulng or denying permits, funding

State projects under cooperative agreements, establishing recovery

teams, and conducting research iz

habitat.

2. TWS shall have sole Jurig
parts or products, when on land.
shall consult with NMFS on major s
and shall consult with MMFS priox
denying permits, funding State pxg

establishing recovery teams, and

turtles on land.

Ly
»

3. All consultations under
turtle nesting beaches shall be tf
Section 7 consultations involving
the responsibility of RNMFS.
examined for possible designation
appropriate, and aquatlc areas shs

by NMFS as cyxitical habitat or red

FWS shall consult with MFS before

ivolving sea turtles in thelr aquatic

diction over sea turtles, including
In exercising thils authority, FWS
idministrative and management decisions
to publishing regulations, issulng or
»jects under cooperatlive agreements,

conducting resezrch involving sea

ection 7 of the ESA involving sea
1e responsibility of FWS while such

sea turtle aquatic areas shall be

In pgrticular, nesting bsaches shall be

by FWS as critical habitat, as
11 be examined for possible designation
trictéd fishing areas, as appropriate.

- designating any nesting beach as




Pri

critical havbitat and WMFS cghall con

any aquatic area as critical habity

4. All appiications for sea
authorized by the EZSA or regulatios
submittad to the Federal Wildlifa I

Wildlife Parmit Office shall serve

sult with FWS before designating

1t or a restricted fishing area.

rurtle permits or certifications
13 prorwlgated thereunder shall be
Permit Office, IWS. The Federal

as the central clearinghouse for

sea turtle permits and certifications and, accordingly, shall forward

all approprdata applications to NMFS in a timely fashion.

5. The Director, NM¥S, after

consultation with FWS, shall issue

AT

or deny all permits and certificates involving the taking or possession

of sea turtles in the marire envirgnment.

The Director, FWS, after consultation with NMFS, shall issue or
deny all permits and certificates involving the taking, import, export

or reexport, or other disposition of sea turtles on land.

6. Notwithstanding the divisfion of responsibilities set forth
above, agency jurisdiction over sed turtle mariculture operations will
be prescribed in the vegulations listing the green, loggerhead, and

Pacific ridley sea turtles.
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